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The Law of God,  

Your Adversary, Women, 

and Your Wife 
 

Chapter 13 

Audio lesson: Sermon on the Mount 13 

 

   Objective: To understand how Jesus wants us to relate to our adversaries, members of   

   the opposite sex, and our spouses. (Text: Matthew 5:25–32) 

 

 

       “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court.” 

—Matthew 5:25 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks 

at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

—Matthew 5:27-28 

 

“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell 

you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become 

an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.” 

—Matthew 5:31-32 

 

We live in a competitive world. Sometimes our relationship with “competitors,” or adversaries, 

becomes hostile, and they are determined to sue us or even put us in prison. Disciples who are 

peacemakers do not get angry or try to get even with their enemies. Instead, they determine never 

to be the source of conflict with adversarial people. 

 

Jesus also taught us how to relate to the opposite sex. As with other sins, Jesus goes to the 

source: our hearts. If we really want to be part of the solution as salt and light, we must learn 

how to control our sexual desires. 

 

Jesus’ teaching on divorce is an example of how He disagreed with the interpretation of the 

scribes and Pharisees when they quoted the Law of Moses. Divorce and separation is an 

epidemic in many cultures today, and Jesus taught that divorce was never God’s intention for 

marriage.   

 

1. True or false? Jesus expects us to always let everyone else have their way. 

 

2. True or false? True disciples of Jesus will never have conflicts with anyone. 

 

3. True or false? It is easier to conquer sexual sin before taking a second look, thinking 

impurely, and nurturing lustful thoughts. 
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4. True or false? The Beatitudes apply even to our relationship with our husband or wife. 

 

5. If you have a conflict with someone and it is partly your fault but mostly theirs, what do you 

think Jesus would have you do? __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one best answer for each question. 

 

6. Which beatitude applies specifically to Jesus’ instruction regarding our adversaries? 

 a. The second beatitude about mourning 

 b. The third beatitude about meekness 

 c. The fifth beatitude about mercy 

 d. The seventh beatitude about peacemaking 

 

7. What do you think Jesus means when He says to gouge out 

your eye or cut off your hand? 

 a. Cut off temptation early. 

 b. It is acceptable to look as long as you do not sin. 

 c. All your desires are evil. 

 d. Do violence to yourself to keep from sinning. 

 

8. Read James 1:13-15. According to this passage, what is the 

beginning of sin in our lives? 

 a. God tempts us 

 b. Our own desires 

 c. We cultivate temptation 

 d. Death 

 

9. According to James 1:13-15, what is the result of sinfulness? 

 a. Discontentment 

 b. Temporary satisfaction 

 c. God’s disapproval 

 d. Death 

 

10. Read Ephesians 5:31-32. According to this passage, what is marriage? 

 a. A human institution 

 b. Convenient and practical 

 c. An illustration of Christ and the church 

 d. Purely for cultural and legal reasons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let no one say when he is 

tempted, “I am tempted by God”; 

for God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does He Himself tempt 

anyone. But each one is tempted 

when he is drawn away by his 

own desires and enticed. Then, 

when desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it 

is full-grown, brings forth death. 

—James 1:13-15  

 

 “For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, and the two 

shall become one flesh.”  This is 

a great mystery, but I speak 

concerning Christ and the 

church. 

—Ephesians 5:31-32 
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   What does your culture think about conflict, about lust, and about divorce? How do   

   these cultural values differ from Jesus’ teaching? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

   Thank God that He is able to keep us from falling into sin. Ask Him to help you resist   

   temptation in every area of life. 
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1. What is the difference between an “enemy” and an “adversary”? _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is our Christian responsibility in our relationship with our adversary? _______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Is thinking about adultery as bad as committing adultery? _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is the source of the sin of adultery?  What should be done to combat it? _____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the spirit of the law regarding adultery? ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Jesus uses a metaphor of cutting off a hand or plucking out an eye.  What is really meant by 

this metaphor? _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What is meant by “passing the law of God through the prism of the love of God”? _________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  What was the difference between Jesus’ teaching on divorce and that of the Pharisees? Why 

was it different? ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

9.  What is the law of God for populating the world with good people? _____________________ 

Going Deeper 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is necessary for this law to work? __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Why is Satan so eager to destroy this marriage bond? _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Pastor Woodward teaches that infidelity is the only scriptural reason for dissolving a 

marriage.  Why is this so? ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Why is Genesis 2:24 the key to Jesus’ command on divorce? _________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What does your culture think about conflict, about lust, and about divorce? How do these 

cultural values differ from Jesus’ teaching? __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 


